Weddings

We at South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church are honored that you wish to enter this most sacred of human relationships in our sanctuary.   The beauty of a wedding lies not in elaborateness, but in the attitude of those who take part.  We wish to provide the type of environment conducive to the genuine celebration of your marriage, but your sincerity and devotion are primary.  The following guidelines set forth in this brochure have been established by the Session to aid you in making your wedding a truly memorable experience.
Marriage, blessed by God, instituted by the church and made legal through the state, is a Holy union symbolizing God’s committed love for us.  While it is not a sacrament in the Presbyterian Church, it is a sacred and holy occasion of worship requiring reverence and order.  At South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church, weddings are occasions of both joy and reverence—joy because of the gifts of love and happiness that two people have found in each other, and reverence because of the deep commitment they have made to live out their vows under the grace of God. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) includes the following principals regarding marriage and weddings in the church:

“Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire human family. Marriage involves a unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man and a woman, to love and support each other for the rest of their lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple sustains them as faithful and responsible members of the church and the wider community.” 
(Book of Order, W–4.06)

The staff of SJPC is eager to help make your wedding a lovely and meaningful event and asks your careful attention to the following guidelines. 
Eligibility 

Couples who are willing to approach their wedding with the understanding that marriage is an act of Christian discipleship and to undergo a discernment process with the pastor or other counselor may apply for marriage at South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church.  Both members and non-members of SJPC are welcome.   
Discernment

The discernment process begins by scheduling a meeting with the pastor.  An initial request for the wedding date and time may be made at this time with the church office, but will not be placed on the calendar until after consulting with the Pastor, Director of Music, and Wedding Coordinator. The pastor may refer the couple to a counselor to help the couple prepare for marriage, or the pastor may conduct the pre-marital meetings.   

If the pastor is convinced that the couple “demonstrates sufficient understanding of the nature of the marriage covenant and commitment to living their lives together according to its values” (Book of Order W-4.0602), the pastor, in conjunction with the Session, may approve the marriage and the wedding date is confirmed on the church calendar.    
The Marriage:  A Service of Worship

Christian marriage should be celebrated in the place where the community gathers for worship. As a service of Christian worship, the marriage service is under the direction of the pastor and the supervision of the session. The invitation for another minister to take part in the service must come from the pastor of SJPC.  Couples should not invite other clergy to take part in the service before consulting the pastor.  The marriage ordinarily takes place in a special service which focuses upon marriage as a gift of God and as an expression of the Christian life. Others may be invited to participate as leaders in the service at the discretion of the pastor. Celebration of the Lord’s Supper at the marriage service requires the approval of the session, and care shall be taken that the invitation to the Table is extended to all baptized present. 

“The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner appropriate to this covenant and to the forms of Reformed worship, under the direction of the minister of the Word and Sacrament and the supervision of the session (W-2.03). In a service of marriage, the couple marry each other by exchanging mutual promises. The minister of the Word and Sacrament witnesses the couple’s promises and pronounces God’s blessing upon their union. The community of faith pledges to support the couple in upholding their promises; prayers may be offered for the couple, for the communities that support them, and for all who seek to live in faithfulness.” (Book of Order W-4.0603)
Other actions common to the community and its cultures may appropriately be observed when these actions do not diminish the Christian understandings of marriage. 
Music


The Christian marriage service is an act of public worship and the music should be sacred and appropriate for worship. Once the wedding date has been confirmed, the couple should meet with Michael Dell, SJPC’s Director of Music.  The director will assist them in choosing appropriate music for their service. Such music as accompanies the service should direct attention to God, who sanctifies marriage, and special care should be taken to assure that it is suitable and reverent.  The singing of hymns by the congregation is encouraged.  Secular love songs and music inappropriate for worship is discouraged. The director shall ordinarily play for all weddings.  If there is a conflict, the director will secure the services of another musician.  If the couple wishes a soloist and/or additional instrumentalists, the director can make recommendations.  An additional fee will be charged for soloists and instrumentalists. All musical selections must be approved by the director, and should not include any taped or pre-recorded music.  
Wedding Coordinator 


SJPC provides a wedding coordinator to oversee the arrangements and details of the wedding service. Once the wedding date is confirmed, an appointment with the coordinator is required to discuss SJPC’s wedding guidelines. Questions about arrangements, rehearsal, music, fees, and use of the facilities will be discussed at this conference. The coordinator acts as a facilitator and is also responsible for assuring that everyone connected with the wedding adheres to the church policies and guidelines.  The wedding coordinator will work with the pastor in charge of the wedding. (If an outside wedding consultant has been employed, it is requested that his or her involvement be limited to the reception and other nonchurch activities.) The rehearsal and wedding service are the responsibility of the staff of SJPC.
Photography & Videography 

We recognize that pictures and recordings of the wedding are extremely important to you. We endeavor to create maximum opportunity for pictures and recordings while maintaining the sanctity of this Christian service. In keeping with the atmosphere of worship, only the professional photographer hired for the wedding may take photographs with existing light during the service. Only the professional photographer may take flash photographs, and these are limited to the procession of the honored guests and the wedding party procession, and the time after the benediction at the end of the service. The photographer should remain behind the body of the congregation at all times. The ushers are to inform the guests that photographs and videos may not be taken once the guests have entered the church.
The Facilities

The SJPC sanctuary is a place of reverence and of dignified beauty.  It does not require “decorations” to make it a place perfectly suitable for a beautiful church service such as a wedding.  Keeping this in mind, please remember the following:
1. A kneeling bench is available should one be required. 

2. The use of an aisle cloth is discouraged 

3. The furniture and floor must be fully protected at all times from moisture from floral arrangements and from candle wax.  Florist will be held responsible for any damage. 
4. No tacks, pins, or glue may be used to fasten any decorations to furniture or the building.
5. All decorations must be removed immediately after the ceremony and photos. It is appropriate, if pre-arrangements have been made, to leave a single floral arrangement for use in worship the following Sunday.  
Other Important Information 
1. The throwing of rice, birdseed or any like substances are strictly prohibited.  

2. No alcoholic beverages will be used or consumed on the church premises at any time, and no one obviously under the influence of alcohol will be allowed to take part in a wedding or rehearsal. 
Please note:  The South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church sanctuary is not a rental hall, rather a building which facilitates corporate Christian Worship.  Its use as the location of a wedding serves to dignify and emphasize the holiness of the occasion. All wedding performed at SJPC are at the discretion of the Church Session and Pastor.  

If you have additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Greg McMillan, Wedding Coordinator, at 904-333-4821. You may also reach Rev. Adam Anderson, pastor, by calling the church office 904-396-0567.

And remember that South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church is your continuing “church home” after your marriage—a place to seek God’s Spirit and truth through worship, education, friendship, and service to others. We wish you every joy and blessing.
Wedding Fees

1. An all-inclusive fee of $2000.00 is required from all members who have been active for at least one year prior to scheduling their wedding for the services of the Pastor, Director of Music, Wedding Coordinator, custodian, and the use of the facilities for a standard wedding held in the sanctuary.  Standard weddings include pre-marital counseling sessions with the Pastor, initial consultations with the Wedding Director and Director of Music, the rehearsal and the wedding service.  Additional fees are required for any excess time (more than 2 hours before the service and 1 hour after) required.  Fees include set-up for the rehearsal as well as clean-up after the ceremony.  
2. An all-inclusive fee of $2500.00 is required from all non-members for the services of the Pastor, Director of Music, Wedding Coordinator, custodian, and the use of the facilities for a standard wedding held in the sanctuary.  Standard weddings include pre-marital counseling sessions with the Pastor, initial consultations with the Wedding Director and Director of Music, the rehearsal and the wedding service.  Additional fees are required for any excess time (more than 2 hours before the service and 1 hour after) required.  Fees include set-up for the rehearsal as well as clean-up after the ceremony.  
